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Opposing infringement on 
parental control of education and 
promoting alternatives to govern-
ment-run schools is a vital task 
for the liberty movement. When 
government usurps a parent’s 
right to control their child’s ed-
ucation, it is inevitable that the 
child will be taught the values of 
government officials, rather than 
of the parents. The result is an 
education system with a built-in 
bias toward statism. Over time, 
government-controlled education 
can erode the people’s knowledge 
of, and appreciation for, the bene-
fits of a free society. 

This is why throughout my 
congressional career I fought 
against any legislation that infringed on a parent’s right 
to control their child’s education, especially any legis-
lation that limited a parent’s right to homeschool. Many 
so-called education experts claim that parents who are 
not “government-certified” educators cannot provide 
their children with a quality education. However, the 
numerous studies showing that homeschooled children 
out-perform their publicly-educated peers in every aca-
demic category shows that most parents are more than 
capable of providing their children with an excellent 
education.

The Internet has made it easier than ever for parents 
to homeschool.  Because of my interest in promoting 

alternatives to government-con-
trolled education, this month I 
am launching my own homes-
chool curriculum. The Ron Paul 
Curriculum consists of a rigor-
ous program of study in history, 
economics, mathematics, and the 
physical and natural sciences. 

Older students will also have 
the opportunity to gain experi-
ence creating and running their 
own on-line business.  Frequent 
written assignments will ensure 
that students have the maximum 
opportunity to develop strong 
communication skills.

Students and parents are in-
vited to participate in on-line 
interactive forums. The goal of 
the forums is to maximize par-
ticipation so the student is not a 
passive recipient of information 

conveyed by the teachers.  Instead, the students are en-
couraged to actively engage with their fellow students 
so the students can learn from each other as well as 
from the program’s instructors.

Of course, many of the offerings, particularly in his-
tory and economics, reflect my belief and interest in the 
freedom philosophy.  However, unlike the pro-statist 
curriculum used in government-run schools, the curric-
ulum does not place promoting an ideological agenda 
ahead of ensuring that students receive a quality educa-
tion. The economic curriculum will cover all significant 
schools of economic thought, but will emphasize the 
free-market “Austrian” school. 
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Parents interested in providing their children with 
a quality education that incorporates knowledge of the 
principles of liberty will find this program a good in-
vestment. The curriculum also does not shy away from 
addressing the crucial role religion played in the devel-
opment of western civilization. However, the materials 
are drafted in way that any Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
or atheist parent who wants their children to receive a 
top-notch education incorporating the history, philos-
ophy, and economics of liberty, can feel comfortable 
using the curriculum.

I expected interest in my curriculum to grow over 
the years, as the young people who have recently be-
come interested in the ideas of liberty marry and start 
their own families. These men and women will want to 
make sure their children’s education includes instruc-
tion in the ideas of liberty that was lacking in their gov-
ernment-provided-and-controlled education.

I am excited to be able to help provide the increas-
ing number of parents interested in homeschooling with 
a quality curriculum that emphasizes the history and 
philosophy of liberty and free-market economics of the 
Austrian school. For more information on my homes-
chool curriculum please go to ronpaulcurriculum.com.  
And to order a copy of my new book The School Rev-
olution: A New Answer for Our Broken Education Sys-
tem, go to amazon.com.

Ron Paul’s Texas Straight Talk, 8/19/13 

Why the 2,776 NSA Violations 
Are No Big Deal

Thanks to more documents leaked by Edward 
Snowden, this time to the Washington Post, we learned 
last week that a secret May 2012 internal audit by the 
NSA revealed 2,776 incidents of “unauthorized” col-
lection of information on American citizens over the 
previous 12 months. They are routinely breaking their 
own rules and covering it up.

The Post article quotes an NSA spokesman assuring 
the paper that the NSA attempts to identify such prob-
lems “at the earliest possible moment.” But what hap-
pened to all those communications intercepted improp-
erly in the meantime? The answer is, they were logged 
and stored anyway.

We also learned that the NSA routinely intercepts 
information from Americans while actually targeting 
foreigners, and that this is not even considered a viola-
tion. These intercepts are not deleted once discovered, 
even though they violate the government’s own stan-
dards. As the article reports, “once added to its data-
bases, absent other restrictions, the communications of 
Americans may be searched freely.”

The Post article quotes an NSA official explaining 
that the thousands of unauthorized communications 
intercepts yearly are relatively insignificant. “You can 
look at it as a percentage of our total activity that occurs 
each day. You look at a number in absolute terms that 
looks big, and when you look at it in relative terms, it 
looks a little different.”

So although the numbers of Americans who have 
had their information intercepted in violation of NSA’s 
own rules seems large, it is actually miniscule com-
pared to the huge volume of our communications they 
intercept in total!

Though it made for a sensational headline last week, 
the fact is these 2,776 “violations” over the course of 
one year are completely irrelevant. The millions and 
millions of “authorized” intercepts of our communica-
tions are all illegal -- except for the very few carried 
out in pursuit of a validly-issued search warrant in ac-
cordance with the Fourth Amendment. That is the real 
story. Drawing our attention to the violations unfortu-

“I don’t think the government 
should intervene in our  

personal lives.  I don’t think the 
government should intervene in 
our economic lives.  And I don’t 
think we should be intervening 
in the affairs of foreign nations 
when it’s none of our business.”

-Ron Paul at DePauw University
September 10, 2013



nately sends the message that the “authorized” spying 
on us is nothing to be concerned about.

When information about the massive NSA domes-
tic spying program began leaking earlier in the summer, 
Deputy Attorney General James Cole assured us of the 
many levels of safeguards to prevent the unauthorized 
collection, storage, and distribution of our communica-
tions. He promised to explain the NSA’s record “in as 
transparent a way as we possibly can.”

Yet two months later we only discover from more 
leaked documents the thousands of times communica-
tions were intercepted in violation of their own stan-
dards! It is hardly reassuring, therefore, when they 
promise us they will be more forthcoming in the future. 
No one believes them because they have lied and cov-
ered up continuously. The only time any light at all is 
shone on these criminal acts by the government is when 
a whistleblower comes forth with new and ever more 
disturbing information.

Americans are increasingly concerned over these 
violations of their privacy. Calls for reform grow. How-
ever, whenever Washington finds itself in a scandal, the 
government responds by naming a government panel 
made up of current and former government employees 
to investigate any mistakes the government might have 
made. The recommendations invariably are that even 
more government employees must be hired to provide 
an additional layer or two of oversight. That is supposed 
to reassure us that reforms have been made, while in 
fact it is just insiders covering up for those who have 
hired them to investigate.

Let us hope the American people will decide that 
such trickery is no longer acceptable. It is time to take a 
very serious look at the activities of the US intelligence 
community. The first step would be a dramatic reduc-
tion in appropriations to force a focus on those real, not 
imagined, threats to our national security. We should 
not be considered the enemy.
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Middle of the Road in Healthcare Leads to Socialism

The ever-expanding role of government in health-
care provides an excellent example of Ludwig Von 
Mises’ warning that “The Middle of the Road Leads to 
Socialism.” Beginning in the 1940s, government pol-
icies distorted the health care market, causing prices 
to rise and denying many Americans access to qual-
ity care. Congress reacted to the problems caused by 
their prior interventions with new interventions, such 
as the HMO Act, ERISA, EMTLA, and various federal 
entitlement programs. Each new federal intervention 
not only failed to fix the problems it was supposed-
ly created to solve, it created new problems, leading 
to calls for even more new federal interventions. This 
process culminated in 2010, when Congress passed 
Obamacare.

Contrary to the claims of some of its opponents, 
Obamacare is not socialized medicine. It is corporatized 
medicine. After all, the central feature of Obamacare 
is the mandate that all Americans buy health insurance 
from private health insurance companies. And, as with 
previous government interventions in the marketplace, 

Obamacare is not only failing to correct the problems 
caused by prior federal laws, it is creating new prob-
lems.

Consider the almost weekly stories about how 
Obamacare is causing health insurance premiums to 
rise, causing employees to lay off workers or reduce 
their workers’ hours, and causing doctors to leave the 
profession. Also, consider the problems the adminis-
tration is already having administering the federal ex-
changes and other parts of the health care law.

I fully expect the implosion of Obamacare to con-
tinue, and the supporters of nationalized health care to 
use Obamacare’s failures to push for a Canadian-style 
“single payer” health care system. Unfortunately, some 
Obamacare opponents fail to see that the problem is not 
just Obamacare, but all government interference with 
health care. These Obamacare opponents advocate re-
placing Obamacare with “Obamacare lite.” But eco-
nomic law teaches us that “Obamacare lite” will be no 
more successful than Obamacare.

In order to win the battle for health freedom, those 
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“
who oppose nationalized health care must have the 
courage to advocate for a complete free market in health 
care. Enhanced individual tax credits and enhanced use 
of Health Savings Accounts (HSA) are just two polices 
that could help restore a free-market in health care by 
putting control over the health care dollar back in the 
hands of the people. A good place to start would be to 
repeal Obamacare’s restrictions on HSAs.

Long-term group insurance contracts could ensure 
that those with pre-existing conditions could obtain 
coverage. Under such a contract, individuals could 
pool resources to purchase a group policy that would 
cover any and all problems any member might develop 
over time. Businesses, churches, community organiza-
tions, and even fraternities and sororities could offer 
these types of contracts.

Negative outcomes insurance, where patients waive 
the right to sue for medical errors in exchange for guar-
anteed payouts to those harmed, could reduce the bur-
den of malpractice litigation.

Other free-market health care reforms that could 
make the health care market more competitive and low-
er the cost of health care include allowing individuals 
to purchase insurance from across state lines, removing 
restrictions on physician-owned hospitals, and reduc-
ing the regulatory power of the Food and Drug Admin-
istration.

Some will say it is unrealistic to advocate replac-
ing Obamacare with a pure free-market system, but in 
fact it is unrealistic to expect anything less than a true 
free-market to provide quality health care for Ameri-
cans at all income levels. Continuing on the “middle 
of the road” in health care by mixing free-markets with 
government spending and regulations will only contin-
ue to take us on the road to socialized health care.

About the F.R.E.E. Foundation 

The Foundation for Rational Economics and Educa-
tion, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public foundation 
dedicated to individual liberty and free-market eco-
nomics. It was founded by Congressman Ron Paul of 
Texas and publishes his Freedom Report. For more 
information, or to make a tax-deductible donation 
write: F.R.E.E., Inc., P.O. Box 1776, Lake Jackson, 
Texas 77566, or call 979-265-3034.

Nothing in this publication is intended to aid or hinder the 
passage of legislation before Congress.
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Turn on the truth.
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Ron Paul on Obama’s  
Syria War Plans

      The American people don’t want to go 
into this war. And the people in Britain 
didn’t want to go in and they had a pos-
itive vote for peace. So, I would say I’m 
feeling pretty good. I have been in some 
lonely battles before, whether it be one, 

or two, or three, or four, arguing the case 
for minding our own business, but I think 

there’s a sea change. There’s a shift.

The American people are waking up. 
They’re tired of it. They don’t have the 
money. They keep saying the world has 

to stand up to this guy. Who is the world? 
It’s not the British. It’s not the U.N. It’s not 

NATO. It’s not the Arab people. It’s not 
the Russians. It’s not the Chinese. But the 
world has to stand up to them. That means 

Obama, he has to save face because he 
drew a red line. 

—Ron Paul on the Cavuto Show, Sept. 4, 2013


