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 Last week we saw dramatic 
new evidence of illegal govern-
ment surveillance of our tele-
phone calls, and of the National 
Security Agency’s deep pene-
tration into American compa-
nies such as Facebook and Mi-
crosoft to spy on us. The media seemed shocked.

Many of us are not so surprised. 
Some of us were arguing back in 2001 with the in-

troduction of the so-called PATRIOT Act that it would 
pave the way for massive US government surveil-
lance—not targeting terrorists but rather aimed against 
American citizens. We were told we must accept this 
temporary measure to provide government the tools to 
catch those responsible for 9/11. That was nearly twelve 
years and at least four wars ago.

We should know by now that when it comes to gov-
ernment power-grabs, we never go back to the status 
quo even when the “crisis” has passed. That part of our 
freedom and civil liberties once lost is never regained. 
How many times did the PATRIOT Act need renewed? 
How many times did FISA authority need expanded? 
Why did we have to pass a law to grant immunity to 
companies who hand over our personal information to 
the government? 

It was all a build-up of the government’s capacity 
to monitor us.

The reaction of some in Congress and the Admin-
istration to last week’s leak was predictable. Knee-jerk 

defenders of the police state such as Senator Lindsey 
Graham declared that he was “glad” the government 
was collecting Verizon phone records—including his 
own—because the government needs to know what the 
enemy is up to. Those who take an oath to defend the 
Constitution from its enemies both foreign and domes-
tic should worry about such statements.

House Intelligence Committee Chairman Mike 
Rogers tells us of the tremendous benefits of this Big 
Brother-like program. He promises us that domestic 
terrorism plots were thwarted, but he cannot tell us 
about them because they are classified. I am a bit skep-
tical, however. In April, the New York Times reported 
that most of these domestic plots were actually elabo-
rate sting operations developed and pushed by the FBI. 
According to the Times report, “of the 22 most fright-
ening plans for attacks since 9/11 on American soil, 14 
were developed in sting operations.”

Even if Chairman Rogers is right, though, and the 
program caught someone up to no good, we have to ask 
ourselves whether even such a result justifies trashing 
the Constitution. Here is what I said on the floor of the 
House when the PATRIOT Act was up for renewal back 
in 2011:

“If you want to be perfectly safe from child abuse 
and wife beating, the government could put a camera in 
every one of our houses and our bedrooms, and maybe 
there would be somebody made safer this way, but what 
would you be giving up? Perfect safety is not the pur-
pose of government. What we want from government is 
to enforce the law to protect our liberties.” 

What most undermines the claims of the Admin-
istration and its defenders about this surveillance pro-
gram is the process itself. First the government listens 
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in on all of our telephone calls without a warrant and 
then if it finds something it goes to a FISA court and get 
an illegal approval for what it has already done! This 
turns the rule of law and due process on its head.

The government does not need to know more about 
what we are doing. We need to know more about what 
the government is doing. We need to turn the camer-
as on the police and on the government, not the oth-
er way around. We should be thankful for writers like 
Glenn Greenwald, who broke last week’s story, for tak-
ing risks to let us know what the government is doing. 
There are calls for the persecution of Greenwald and 
the other whistle-blowers and reporters. They should be 
defended, as their work defends our freedom.

 In addition to shredding civil liberties, launching 
a utopian global war for democracy, and going on a 
spending spree that would make LBJ blush, the so-
called “conservative” Bush administration dramatical-
ly increased federal control over education via the “No 
Child Left Behind” act. During my time in Congress I 
heard nothing but complaints about this law from teach-
ers, administrators, and, most importantly, students and 
parents. Most of the complaints concerned No Child 
Left Behind’s testing requirements, which encouraged 
educators to “teach to the test.” 

Sadly, but not surprisingly, instead of improving ed-
ucation by repealing No Child Left Behind’s testing and 
other mandates, the Obama administration is increasing 
national control over schools via the “Common Core” 
initiative. Common Core is a new curriculum devel-
oped by a panel of so-called education experts. The 
administration is trying to turn Common Core into a 
national curriculum by offering states increased feder-
al education funding if they impose Common Core’s 
curriculum on their public schools. This is yet another 
example of the government using money stolen from 
the people to bribe states into obeying federal dictates. 

Critics of Common Core say it “dumbs down” ed-

ucation by replacing traditional English literature with 
“informational texts”. So students will read such inspir-
ing materials as studies by the Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco, the EPA’s “Recommended Levels of 
Insulation,” and “Invasive Plant Inventory” by Califor-
nia’s Invasive Plant Council. It is doubtful that reading 
federal reports will teach students the habits of critical 
thinking and skepticism of government that the Found-
ers considered essential to maintaining a free republic.

Like Obamacare, Common Core (now dubbed 
“ObamaCore” by some) has sparked a backlash in the 
states, leading some to propose legislation forbidding 
state participation in the scheme. I hope these efforts 
lead to states not just opting out of Common Core, but 
out of No Child Left Behind and all other federal edu-
cation programs as well. 

Parents can also effectively “opt out” of programs 
like Common Core by seeking alternatives to govern-
ment education. It is no coincidence that, as federal 
control over education increases, the quality of public 
education has declined and more parents have chosen 
to homeschool. 

To support these parents, I have established my own 
homeschool curriculum. Unlike Common Core, we do 
not dumb down any of our offerings. Instead, the goal is 
to provide students with a rigorous education in history, 
math, English, foreign languages, and other core sub-
jects necessary to a well-rounded education. Unlike the 
top-down model of nationalized education, the home-
school curriculum is deigned to encourage maximum 
input from parents and students. While the curriculum 
will reflect my belief, and interest, in Austrian econom-
ics, libertarian political theory, and the history of the 
struggle against state power, the curriculum is being 
carefully designed to not show bias toward any one reli-
gion. I hope all parents of any faith—or no religious be-
lief at all—will feel comfortable using the curriculum. 

I believe it is important for those of us concerned 
with education and liberty to fight our battles locally. 
We must oppose further encroachment on the autono-
my of local public schools and work to roll-back exist-
ing interference, while encouraging and supporting the 
growth of homeschooling and other alternative educa-
tion movements. The key to restoring quality education 
is to replace the bureaucratic control of education with 
a free-market in education. Parents should have the 
freedom to select the type of education that best suits 
their child’s unique needs.
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The IRS’s Job Is To Violate 
Our Liberties

 

“What do you expect when you target the Presi-
dent?” This is what an Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
agent allegedly said to the head of a conservative or-
ganization that was being audited after calling for the 
impeachment of then-President Clinton. Recent revela-
tions that IRS agents gave “special scrutiny” to organi-
zations opposed to the current administration’s policies 
suggest that many in the IRS still believe harassing the 
President’s opponents is part of their job. 

As troubling as these recent reports are, it would be 
a grave mistake to think that IRS harassment of oppo-
nents of the incumbent President is a modern, or a par-
tisan, phenomenon. As scholar Burton Folsom pointed 
out in his book New Deal or Raw Deal, IRS agents in 
the 1930s where essentially “hit squads” against oppo-
nents of the New Deal. It is well-known that the ad-
ministrations of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 
used the IRS to silence their critics. One of the articles 
of impeachment drawn up against Richard Nixon dealt 
with his use of the IRS to harass his political enemies. 
Allegations of IRS abuses were common during the 
Clinton administration, and just this week some of the 
current administration’s defenders recalled that antiwar 
and progressive groups alleged harassment by the IRS 
during the Bush presidency.

The bipartisan tradition of using the IRS as a tool 
to harass political opponents suggests that the problem 
is deeper than just a few “rogue” IRS agents—or even 

corruption within one, two, three or many administra-
tions. Instead, the problem lays in the extraordinary 
power the tax system grants the IRS. 

The IRS routinely obtains information about how 
we earn a living, what investments we make, what we 
spend on ourselves and our families, and even what 
charitable and religious organizations we support. 
Starting next year, the IRS will be collecting personal-
ly identifiable health insurance information in order to 
ensure we are complying with Obamacare’s mandates. 

The current tax laws even give the IRS power to 
marginalize any educational, political, or even religious 
organizations whose goals, beliefs, and values are not 
favored by the current regime by denying those orga-
nizations “tax-free” status. This is the root of the latest 
scandal involving the IRS. 

Considering the type of power the IRS excises over 
the American people, and the propensity of those who 
hold power to violate liberty, it is surprising we do not 
hear about more cases of politically-motivated IRS ha-
rassment. As the first US Supreme Court Chief Justice 
John Marshall said, “The power to tax is the power to 
destroy” — and who better to destroy than one’s polit-
ical enemies? 

The US flourished for over 120 years without an in-
come tax, and our liberty and prosperity will only bene-
fit from getting rid of the current tax system. The federal 
government will get along just fine without its immoral 
claim on the fruits of our labor, particularly if the elimi-
nation of federal income taxes are accompanied by seri-
ous reduction in all areas of spending, starting with the 
military spending beloved by so many who claim to be 
opponents of high taxes and big government. 

While it is important for Congress to investigate the 
most recent scandal and ensure all involved are held ac-
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The misnamed Patriot Act, presented to the 
public as an antiterrorism measure, actual-
ly focuses on American citizens rather than 

foreign terrorists. The definition of “terrorism” 
for federal criminal purposes is greatly expanded, 
such that legitimate protest against the govern-

ment could someday place an American under fed-
eral surveillance. Similarly, your Internet use can 
be monitored without your knowledge, and your 
Internet provider can be forced to hand over user 
information to law enforcement without a warrant 
or a subpoena.

A Patriot Act Warning
Excerpted from The Revolution: A Manifesto by Ron Paul  (2008)
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Foreign Policy magazine’s website featured an in-
teresting article yesterday on the ongoing protests in 
Turkey. The protests have been covered quite a bit in 
the media over the past couple of weeks, as they spread 
throughout the country, were met with violence by the 
authorities, and threatened the ten years of relative sta-
bility and economic progress under the government of 
Prime Minister Erdogan.

Though most press reports tie the beginning of the 
protests to a dispute over the Turkish government’s de-
cision to turn an Istanbul city park into a shopping mall, 
Sophia Jones reports in the above Foreign Policy article 
that widespread protests actually began weeks earlier in 
Turkey and had nothing to do with the shopping mall.

Instead, mass protests first began after a bombing 
in the town of Reyhanli killed more than 50 Turks. The 
bombing was widely suspected in Turkey to have been 
the work of a faction of the Syrian rebels that Erdogan 
has strongly supported, in a ploy to get Turkey even 
more embroiled in the conflict next door.

According to a recent opinion poll conducted by a 
research firm in Ankara, more than 72 percent of Turks 
oppose Erdogan’s policy of intervening in the Syrian 
unrest. Like most Americans, Turkish citizens want no 
part of the war next door and they are furious at their 
prime minister for his support for the Syrian rebels.

It appears that Erdogan’s interventionist foreign 
policy even more than his decision to clear out a city 
park is what enraged the population and turned a good 
part of it against him. Perhaps both the Turkish govern-
ment and the US government would be smart to listen 
to their citizens when they demand an end to interven-
tion and meddling in the affairs of other countries.

From RPI Peace and Prosperity, 5/12/13

Turkish Protests: A Backlash 
Against Interventionism?

countable, we cannot pretend that the problem is a few 
bad actors. The very purpose of the IRS is to transfer 
wealth from one group to another while violating our 
liberties in the process, thus the only way Congress can 
protect our freedoms is to repeal the income tax and 
shutter the doors of the IRS once and for all. 

“
This foreign policy we’ve been 

following for so many years is 
backfiring on us. Guess who’s 

helping the Syrian rebels besides 
the United States? The al-Qaeda 
from Iraq! Before the Iraq war 
there were no al-Qaeda in Iraq. 
Now there is and they are over 

there helping in Syria. 
There is no way to pick out the 

good guys over there. I think we 
should pick out the good guys over 

here – the American people and 
the American taxpayer and what’s 
best for America! What we are do-
ing is not best for America in any 

way.

-Ron Paul, from a video message to his 
Institute for Peace and Prosperity, June 2013.
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